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matters maintain that "she suffered from a particu-
lar irresponsibility, which makes the charges
credible enough. I have myself always inclined
to accept them. But many good students of
the period with whom I have discussed the
matter are divided, and some urge the strong
argument that the two gentlemen concerned
did not confess, while the musician, who did,
confessed only under threat of torture. Any-
how, they were all put to death as well as
herself.
Catherine had died before her. Henry's
marriage with Jane Seymour which took place
immediately after Anne's death was therefore
quite legitimate in the eyes of the Church, and
quite probably there would have been a recon-
ciliation with Rome had it not been for
Thomas Cromwell's having already launched
the policy of confiscating church property,
beginning with the monasteries, a policy which
created a vested interest of great power against
re-union.
Anne's fatal action, therefore, had come just
sufficiently late to start the ball of the Reforma-
tion rolling. She had not intended it, she had
intended only to fulfil a petty and personal
policy, in which she triumphed only to bring
about her own destruction. But she will remain
for ever, in spite of lack of intention, the origin